IN THE ISSUE

A Note From Our CEO
Cafeteria Grand Re-Opening
Trinity Fundraiser
World AIDS Day
Circle of Hope
SAAF In The Community
Coat Drive
Coming Out GAYla
CycleBar Pride Ride
Happenings at SAAF

A NOTE FROM OUR CEO
Cherise Rohr-Allegrini, Ph.D., M.P.H.
I live in a 100+ year old house, and often think, “If these walls
could talk….!” Our office on Grayson St is not quite so old, but
within these walls are decades of stories. As we worked to turn
some storage rooms into offices, we stumbled upon decades of
memorabilia starting with SAAF’s founding in 1986. We often
talk about the history of SAAF, but seeing the photos, reading
the articles, and watching the videos brought that history to life
for many of our team. We have lost many lives to AIDS over
the decades, but the photos remind us of the warmth and care
so many received at SAAF. On World AIDS Day, we will
celebrate the lives of all who passed through our doors and
share their photos and stories. I hope many of you can join us.
The COVID-19 pandemic has created many challenges over the past 18 months. At SAAF, it
highlighted the need to broaden our services. After expanding our testing services to include
gonorrhea and chlamydia for both men and women earlier this year, we began offering
treatment for sexually transmitted infections in September. After a hiatus, we are again offering
PrEP. We are expanding our education program into more school districts and community
groups. Our housing program staff are enhancing their training to better serve our clients
experiencing substance use disorder. And though we’re bursting at the seams, we are bringing
depth to our programs by adding new positions in case management, The Care Clinic, testing,
and to help organize it all, administration.
As we work to end the epidemic locally, our staff are participating in nationwide efforts. I joined
my peers at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Briefing on Ending HIV Disparities in
Hispanic/Latino Communities, speaking on the topic: Promoting Cultural Competency to
Eliminate HIV Stigma among Hispanic/Latino Communities. Our staff have been
recommended to participate in the Latino Commission on AIDS National Summit and Advisory
Board. SAAF will be joining a national group of 30 ASOs in the Substance Abuse Treatment
to HIV Care (SAT2HIV) clinical trial. These opportunities continue to propel SAAF forward as
a leader in the community.
Sincerely,

Cherise Rohr-Allegrini, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Chief Executive Officer

CAFETERIA GRAND RE-OPENING

Nourishing SAAF is proud to announce that the grand reopening of our cafeteria on October
18th was a success for both our clients and staff. Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic,
SAAF has implemented safety protocols to protect our most susceptible clients and staff. Our hot
meals program adjusted to the evolving recommendations for distancing and occupancy limits by
closing the cafeteria and offering meals-to-go in April of 2020. With more people in San Antonio
vaccinated, we decided it was time to re-open our doors. While providing meals is essential, the
community gathering of shared meals is also a critical factor in the lives of our clients. Many were
thrilled to be back! We will continue to offer meals-to-go and indoor dining.

TRINITY X SAAF

Donate Today!

SAAF is thrilled to partner with Trinity University
student organizations as they fundraise in honor of
World AIDS Day. Through advocacy, community
building, and fundraising efforts, Trinity University’s
student organizations are committed to ensuring the
rights of all individuals, regardless of race, sexual
orientation, gender identity, or socio-economic status.
They are guided by the belief that all individuals are
deserving of quality healthcare, and they hope to
touch the lives of both students and the larger
community.

WORLD AIDS DAY: A CELEBRATION OF LIFE
On December 1, we celebrate Worlds AIDS Day. We
will remember the lives who passed through SAAF
over the past 35 years, from those we’ve lost to AIDS
to those we support living with HIV. We will share
the history of SAAF through videos, photos, and
remembrances.
Join us from 5:30-7:30pm at our main office at 818 E.
Grayson. Follow our website and social media for
more details: SanAntonioAIDS.org!

CIRCLE OF HOPE
By joining The Circle of Hope, you will help SAAF
expand our services to more women in our
community. Your donation helps SAAF provide
educational outreach and expanded STI testing and
treatment to all women, with a special effort to reach
out to our Latina community.
Donate today by clicking here!

SAAF was proud to support our partners at the
Human Rights Campaign for their ThursGayz event
at Hopscotch on October 7th. ThursGayz is a
monthly event to promote awareness of LGBTQ+
organizations making a difference in the community.
While distributing SAAF sexual health kits, staff
enjoyed a great night sharing the immersive art
experience with other LGBTQ+ serving
organizations. Mark your calendars for December
2nd when Hopscotch will be dedicating the day to
SAAF in honor of World AIDS Day.

Please help us collect new or gently-used clean coats
and blankets for men, women, and non-binary
individuals of all ages and sizes. As temperatures
start to drop and the seasons start to change, now
more than ever, our clients are in need of warm
clothing. Schedule a donation drop-off by calling us
at 210-225-4715.

CYCLEBAR PRIDE RIDE

Join us on Friday, November 12th as CycleBar will be dedicating a day to SAAF! CycleGives is
CycleBar's community impact program that dedicates a day towards giving back in the
community. CycleBar will be hosting an PRIDE Ride benefiting the San Antonio AIDS Foundation
with a mixer after the ride!
Reserve your space now by clicking here!

COMING OUT GAYLA

In celebration of National Coming Out Day, SAAF sponsored a table at the San Antonio LGBT
Chamber of Commerce Inaugural Coming Out GAYla. Proceeds from the October 9th event go
towards the Chamber’s mission to support LGBTQ+ and allied business growth in the Greater
San Antonio area. The SAAF team had a blast meeting so many community advocates and
representing SAAF.

SAAF HALLOWEEN SOCIAL
The traditional Halloween Social coincided
with the re-opening of the SAAF cafeteria.
SAAF Staff enjoyed music, pumpkin
painting, and teambuilding activities. We
are so grateful for the continuous
community support over the last 35 years
and are looking forward to the upcoming
year ahead.

